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Dyslexia Facts
·3ÉÎÃÅ 3ÅÐÔȭΪά ÄÙÓÌÅØÉÁ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ 

under the Disability Discrimination Act

·Up to 10% of  the population  are 
dyslexic to some degree

·People with dyslexia often think in 
different ways

·Dyslexia is often hereditary

·Dyslexia particularly affects the 
handling of symbolic information, 
especially written language 



cont...
·No two people with dyslexia are the 

same, it is a cluster of differences.

·Dyslexia is not linked to general ability.

·Up to 4% may be affected enough to 
require specialist help.

·Recent research shows that roughly as 
many females as males may be affected.

·It cannot be cured but over time 
different coping strategies are learnt 
and are effective.



Recognised?
·Dyslexia was first documented in the 

British Medical Journal over 100 yrs ago, 
1896 by Dr Pringle-Morgan

·GP published his account of 14yr old 
0ÅÒÃÙȢ (Å ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱwith great 
difficulty he could spell only one syllable 
wordsȱ

·He wrote his name as Precy

·Scone for song

·Soojack for subject

·Seesaw for seashore

·But appeared to be of good intelligence?



Definitions
·Kent LA (BPS 1999) Dyslexia is evident 

when accurate and fluent word reading 
and/or spelling develops very 
incompletely or with great difficulty, 
despite appropriate learning 
opportunities ɀthat is learning 
opportunities which are effective for the 
great majority of children.

·SpLD Working Group-2005 DfES 
'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ  ȰA combination of 
abilities and difficulties where the 
difficulties affect the learning process in 
aspects of literacy and sometimes 
numeracy. Also that marked and 
persistent weaknesses may be identified 
in wm, speed of processing, sequencing 
skills, auditory and/or visual perception, 
spoken language and motor skills.



wƻǎŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ WǳƴŜ Ψлф
·Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that 

primarily affects the skills involved in 
accurate and fluent word reading and 
spelling.

·Characteristic features are difficulties in 
phonological awareness, verbal memory 
and processing speed.

·Dyslexia occurs across a range of 
intellectual abilities.

·It is best thought of as a continuum, not 
a distinct category, and there are no 
clear cut-off points.

·Co-occurrring difficulties may be seen 
in aspects of language, motor 
coordination, mental calculation, 
concentration and personal 
organisation, but these are not, by 
themselves markers of dyslexia. 



So presumably dyslexia 
does exist!!
·How to identify dyslexia: What teachers 

might see (DfES 118-2005 Learning and 
teaching for dyslexic children.

·Identification of pupils on the dyslexic 
continuum ɀPrimary and Secondary 
IDP 2008.

·Identification/Diagnosis/Assessment

·2ÏÓÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȡ %ÁÒÌÙ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ȰThe 
earlier dyslexic difficulties are identified 
the better are the chances of putting 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ Î ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȱȢ

·Three levels of identification and 
assessment: Monitor progress, Skills 
Assessment, Comprehensive assess.



Identify/Diagnose
·The DfES Working Group  recommend 

that both psychologists and specialist 
dyslexia teachers holding a current 
Practising Certificate issue by BPS, 
PATOSS or Dyslexia Action should be 
regarded as suitable to undertake 
assessments that would determine 
whether a student has a specific 
learning difficulty.

·The Rose Review reported concerns that 
assessments prepared by such 
professionals  are sometimes not 
accepted by schools and local 
authorities, especially if they are not an 
LA employee.

·The review stresses the importance of 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ ÁÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÅÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ 
experience, competence and CPD and 
not employer!



Assessment

·Initial screeners can be a very useful 
starting point.

·0ÓÙÃÈÏÌÏÇÉÓÔȭÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ 4ÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ 
will gather data across a range  of 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ 
profile: strengths, weaknesses, 
inconsistencies, discrepancies. Looking 
ÁÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÖÅ 
abilities and written language 
attainments lie in relation to their peers, 
SS.

·Discrepancy model used by most 
Psychologists and ST

·WISC/WIAT and WRIT/WRAT co -
normed to statistically compare ability 
and attainment.



Dyslexic Profile
·Glutting et al, 2000 The diagnosis of a 

SpLD is partially based on an indication 
of underachievement, traditionally 
identified when academic performance 
ÆÁÌÌÓ ÍÁÒËÅÄÌÙ ÂÅÌÏ× ÁÎÄ ȰÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ 
ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÎÃÙȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÁÎ 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ )1Ȣ )ÍÐÌÉÃÉÔ ÉÎ ÁÎ 
IQ>Achievement expectancy is the 
suggestion that some unusual processes 
may be inhibiting academic progress.

·Cognitive weaknesses: Working 
memory, Speed of Processing.

·Attainments: Reading, Spelling, 
Wriitng, Phonological



Audtitory ST/Working 
Memory

ÅTask

ÅUnable to use repetition as a means of 
remembering by blocking the 
Phonological Loop ɀan experience of 
what it is like to try and perform a 
reading task without the contribution of 
this part of the wm system.

ÅDifficulties in processing incoming 
information,  following instructions, 
planning, making decisions.

ÅTeach by association, information must 
have meaning/relevance  can then be 
stored more efficiently and therefore 
retrieved more efficiently.



Processing Speed
·Copying task

·Strategies: re-checking, familiar 
elements/shapes, verbalise.

·How quick/easy/difficult?

·Dyslexics experience daily. How difficult 
×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ 
what the word looks like, fine if familiar.

·Sequencing tasks difficult, days of the 
week, months of the year, alphabet, 
reading and writing ɀsequencing 
affects the ability to decode and encode 
and thus ability to become effective 
reader s and writers.



Spelling
·Task - What tasks might be involved in 

spelling?

·Say the word

·Sequence the sounds

·Recall the letter or group of letters 
which make these sounds

·Write the letters correctly

·Sequence letters

·Visually picture the word to check if 
right.

·All this needs to be retrieved from LT 
memory or to know the word so 
automatically that your hand writes it 
without thinking .



Writing/Dictation

·Task

·Excellent teaching gives children the life 
chances they deserve. Enjoyment is the 
birthright of every child. The most 
powerful mix is the one that brings the 
two together. 

·DCFS Excellence and Enjoyment A 
Strategy for Primary Schools



Strengths
·Creativity

·Thinking laterally and making 
unexpected connections

·Problem Solving Skills

·3ÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÉÇ 0ÉÃÔÕÒÅȱ

·Good visual skills- can think easily in 3D

·Good verbal skills

·Good Social Skills

·Xtraordinary People 
www.xtraordinarypeople.com
development of self esteem.

http://www.xtraordinarypeople.com/

